BOARD OF REVIEW DECISION 


Title of Publication: 

Other Known Title: 

Format: 

Director/Author: 

Producer/Publisher: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 

Classification: 

Descriptive Note: 

Display Conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue a label: 
Applicant: 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
OFLCNo: 


Puni Puni Poemy 
Not Stated 
DVD 

Shinichi Watanabe 

Shigeru Kitayama, Yuji Matsukura 

Japan 

English, J apanese 


Not Applicable. 

Not Applicable 
27 July 2005 
Not Applicable 
Simon Brady 

AV Channel NZ/Gamewhizz Interactive 
501158 


Objectionable. 


The Classification Office is required by s55(l)(e) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 to publish dedsions of the Film and Literature Board of Review. This entry is a verbatim report of the 
Board’s dedsion with respect to this publication. It cancels the original dedsion made by the Classification 
Office. 
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Unexcised version of publication: 



Components 

Running time 

Menu: 

Episode One 

Episode Two 

Extras! 

Languages 


Features: 

Part 1: Poemy Is In A Bad Mood 

Part 2: With A Dream Greater Than 

30.03 


Earth 

29.41 

Other timed components: 

Warning/Madman Entertainment/ADV 



Films Notices 

0.30 


Clean Opening 

1.44 


Clean Closing 

1.39 


Behind The Scenes 

12.51 


Production Sketches 

2.43 


Character Art Gallery 

2.01 


Chrono Cmsade 

1.52 


Fist Of The North Star 

1.25 


Excel Saga Imperfect Collection 

Non Genesis Evangelion: The Platinum 

1.19 


Edition 

1.17 

Other components: 

Credits 


Total running time: 


87.05 


Excisions: 


No Excisions Recommended 


Reasons for excisions: 

Not Applicable 


Summary of reasons 
for classification: 


SUMMARY OF REASONS FOR DECISION: 

Section 3(1) of Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 (the Act) 

The Board considers, pursuant to section 3(1) of the Act that the publication passes through the 
\‘gateway /’ of sex crime and violence in that it “describes, depicts or expresses or otherwise deals with ” 
matters of sex, crime and violence in such a manner that the unrestricted availability of the 
publication is likely to be “injurious to the public good”. 

The ' ‘gateway ” of sex involves the rape, the bath scene, when Itsue disciplines her sisters, and the 
attraction between Poemy and Futaba, both aged 10. 

There are numerous examples of sexualised material which include the scene in the hot-tub where 
the commentator states the characters are depicted nude, due to the animators’ own ' ‘perversion ” and 
“sexual desperation. 
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There is also a sequence where Shii makes a number of references to her breasts and she fondles 
her breasts. Later one of the aliens pinches Shii’s nipples, and she moans in a sexualised manner. 
This character has no other part in the storyline and is for exploitation and titillation only. 

Some of the aliens use their testicles as weapons. 

There are numerous depictions of characters being killed, beaten and tortured in the story, 
including when the alien queen is kicked in the head and when Poemy destroys a large robot 
spaceship. 

The impact of some of the violence is reduced by its farcical nature. The crucifixion for instance is 
not fatal because acupuncture is used and the dog, which is cut in three pieces, is done in virtual 
reality style. 

Crime is also a feature of the publication there being numerous assaults only some of which are 
farcical and rape, crucifixion and torture. 

The majority of the Board finds the unrestricted availability of “Punt Puni Poemy ” to be 
“objectionable ” in terms of section 3(1) of the Act, in that the scenes involving sex, crime and 
violence are, in spite of the parody, sufficiently extensive and graphic that they are likely to be 
“injurious to the public good’ if unrestricted. 

Section3(lA) 

The Board has considered section 3(1 A) of the Act which states: 

“.. .a publication deals with a matter such as sex for the purposes of that subsection if 

(a) the publication is or contains 1 or more visual images of 1 or more children or young persons 
who are nude o r partially nude; and 

(b) those 1 or more visual images are alone, or together with any other contents of the publication, 
reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual in nature P 

The Board in the majority finds that the publication does contain one or more visual images of 
children or young persons who are nude or partially nude, for example in the bath scene. The 
visual images in that scene alone and together with the scenes where Poemy and Futaba are 
sexually attracted to each other, and the other sexual scenes including the whipping and the rape, 
are reasonably capable of being regarded as sexual in nature. 

Examples of violence includes the rape, and the whipping and disciplining of two of the sisters by 
Itsue. 


Section 3(2) 

As the Board finds the threshold in section 3(1) of the Act has been met, it must consider whether 
the activities in section 3(2) (a) to (f) of the Act exist in the publication. The Board must then 
consider whether the publication “promotes or supports, or tends to promote or support” those activities. 
The phrases “promotes or supports or tends to promote or support” are not defined in the Act. 

S3 (2)(a) 

The Board finds that the applicable sections in respect to this publication include section 3(2)(a) 
“The exploitation of children, or young persons, or both, for sexual purposes;”. 
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In the bath scene, although there are no genitalia exposed, there is innuendo of sexual acts. 

In the rape scene, it is cartooned and there are a number of possible interpretations about what has 
actually happened, but, in the view of the majority of the Board, a likely interpretation for many 
viewers will be that at least some, if not all, of the sisters were raped. The rape scene obviously 
also has application for section 3(2)(b) ‘The use of violence or coercion to compel any person to participate in, 
or submit to, sexual conduct”. The expressions on the victims’ faces, and the groaning will generally be 
seen as evidence that rape has occurred. 

The English commentary in “Puni PuniPoemj” acknowledges that there are sequences in the DVD 
which are of concern. The commentary includes statements such as ‘They’rejust children”, ‘That’s 
just wrong’, ‘That’s weird’, “I’m only 3”, “I definitely wouldn’t let ny children see this”, and ‘I wouldn’t let try 
Presbyterian Church Minister uncle see this either”. Although the comments are said to increase the 
humour of the events, the Board accepts the Classification Office statement that “Although the 
comments may be said in jest, thy acknowledge, and reinforce, the fact that child characters are sexualised within the 
storyline”. 

The Applicant, who expresses concern for the protection of parody as a vehicle for criticism and 
comment, acknowledges that one interpretation of “tendency to support,” is that the activities 
prohibited by section 3(2) by mere inclusion in “Puni Puni Poer/y” has the effect of desensitising the 
viewer to their repugnant nature. He states ‘While this approach may appeal to some social commentators, I 
submit that this is contrary to the intent of the Act. The law has moved on from the days of being concerned with the 
weakening of society’s moral fibre. Instead, it is concerned with “a likelihood [of injury to the public goof 
sufficiently real to be discern able or actual”. Treating the prohibited activities in an off-hand or light-hearted manner 
may be a relevant consideration under s3(3'), but of itself such treatment does not meet the necessarily high threshold 
required by a deeming provision like s3(2)”. 

The Board finds that the Applicant is a devotee of, and expert in Japanese anime, but prefers the 
Classification Office view of how the general population in New Zealand may view the publication. 
The Classification Office states “Although there is a distinct tongue-in-cheek element to the publication that 
satirises the conventions of this particular style of anime, the scenes described are nevertheless included as part of the 
entertainment value of the D JT). By attributing adult sexual characteristics to characters depicted as children, and 
by presenting the scenes of sexual coercion described above in a light-hearted manner designed to entertain and titillate 
the viewers, the publication tends to encourage a viewpoint that children and young persons are legitimate objects of 
adult sexual desire and sexually coercive arid’. 

S3 (2)(f) 

The Board considered section 3(2)(f) of the Act as to whether “Puni Puni Poet/y” uses acts of 
torture or the infliction of extreme violence or extreme cruelty. 

There are certainly numerous examples of extreme violence, extreme cruelty and torture in the 
publication. These include the crucifixion, even though not fatal, the whipping and numerous 
characters being killed, beaten and tortured. The robot Queen being kicked in the head, and when 
Poemy destroys the spaceship are examples of extreme violence and cruelty. The crucifixion can 
be interpreted as torture. 

The majority of the Board finds that the depictions of such extreme violence, cruelty and torture is 
to some extent promoted and supported or tended to be promoted or supported as, although 
farcical at time. “Puni Puni Poemy” shows few consequences for such actions, thereby reducing their 
impact in the minds of viewers. 

As the Board, by majority, finds section 3(2) of the Act applies, which deems the publication 
objectionable, the Board does not need to consider section 3(3) of the Act. 
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Excisions 


The Board did consider excisions in “Puni PuniPoemy” but believes the sexual criminal and violent 
content is so intricately woven into the DVD that it would be impossible to remove it, and still 
maintain credibility of the publication. 

The Bill of Rights 

The “ Moonen 1” decision is applied. 


Conclusion 

The Board, in a majority decision, therefore deems the publication “Puni Puni Poemy” to be 
objectionable for the purposes of the Act in that it does “promote or support or tend to promote or 
support” the exploitation of children or young persons for sexual purposes. It also shows acts of 
torture or the infliction of extreme violence or extreme cruelty without showing consequences for 
the perpetrators. The Board finds that the amount of extreme violence and extreme cruelty does 
“tend to promote or support’ the activities even if in anime form. 

Three Board members dissented in two separate minority decisions. 

First Minority Decision (Two Members) 

We two are unconvinced that the availability of Puni Puni Poemy to persons 18 years of age and 
older would be injurious to the public good. Our close consideration of this publication has led us 
to the view that it does not promote or support or tend to promote or support the exploitation for 
sexual purposes of children or young persons. We do not believe that the provisions of section 3(2) 
of the Act apply and therefore we are required to consider the provisions of section 3(3) of the 
Act. 

The presentation of the characters in this Japanese anime DVD is complicated and far from 
straightforward. There is a complex mix of frenetic parody, self-reflexivity and irony in its story of 
the youthful heroine Puni Puni Poemy. We accept the Applicant’s contention that it is an “ ironic, 
multi-leveled parody of cliches in Japanese animatiorl’ and that the content should not necessarily be taken 
at face value. Of course, the claims of parody cannot be used to exculpate a truly objectionable and 
injurious publication, but in our view “Puni Puni Poemy” does not fall into that category. 

In terms of its most contentious specific scene, we do not believe the publication promotes or 
supports the rapes of Puni and the sisters. Rather we believe that this particular scene definitely 
does not show rape positively, instead it stresses the distress and pain of the victims who clearly do 
not enjoy the treatment to which they are subjected. Furthermore, in the scenes depicting (a) the 
girls together in the bath and (b) Puni and Futaba rolling around in a mildly sexual manner, we do 
not find this material to be clearly objectionable in terms of the provisions of the legislation. 

In deciding on an appropriate classification, we took into particular account section 
3 (3) (a) (ii), and (iv) and section 3(3)(b). After weighing up the extent and degree of material linked 
to these sub-sections of the Act, we suggest that an appropriate classification for “ Puni Puni Poet/y” 
would be: objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Second Minority Decision (One Member) 

I do not believe that the provisions of section 3(2) apply. I am therefore required to consider 
section 3(3) of the Act. 
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Anime is an increasingly popular genre in many parts of Asia, particularly Japan and “Puni Puni 
Poemy” is commendable ofits genre contextualised in japan. In making the decision, consideration 
is given to differing media. The medium is the message and here the medium (anime) is probably 
akin to an animated cartoon and as such given the fast ‘montage effects’ the message is subliminal. 

Persons above 13 today are exposed to multimedia and have life experience and a moral code (that 
fits their age group and culture) to view “Puni Puni Poemy” and place scenes in context. For 
example: 

(a) two 10 year olds frolicking under the bedclothes is normal play amongst children in Asian 
Cultures and devoid of sexual connotations. 

(b) the communal bathtub scene, again is common practice in Japan and seven ‘sisters’ in a 
tub is culturally accepted. 

In deciding on an appropriate classification I took into particular account section 3(3)(a)(ii) and (iv) 
and section 3(3)(b) of the Act. After weighing up the extent and decree of material linked to the 
these subsections, I suggest that an appropriate classification of “Puni Puni Poeny” would be 
objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who have attained 
the age of 16 years. 
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